
Works of Service – Called to be an Apostle

Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle and set apart for the gospel of God.

Romans 1v1

As we have worked our way through the ministries in Ephesians 4v11-13 as well as the ministries 

of helps and administra�on as men�oned in 1 Corinthians 12v28 we have seen that in each 

ministry, the founda�on, the ac�ons taken, always need to be built on a clear calling from the Lord.

Not just as a one off, but a daily constant communion. For without listening to the Lord we can 

never claim to be a follower or servant for our direc�ons and ac�ons are based on presump�on 

rather than instruc�on through listening and wai�ng on the Lord.  

This week we are going to look at the ministry of an apostle, in many ways the pinnacle of Chris�an

ministry. For when it comes to the church, the first apostle was Jesus himself (Hebrews 3v1). This 

is important because as we look at the ministry of an apostle we are seeing in many ways a copy of

Christ's ministry. Not just in what he said and did, but the way he lived, his heart a(tude and the 

way the Holy Spirit worked through him. In Romans 1v1, Paul is called to be an apostle, it is not 

just a calling to the ministry but to a life of complete servant hood such as Christ had. It is one of 

the a(tudes that is a-ributed to Christ in Philippians 2v5-11. An a(tude that will require us to 

deny ourselves, pick up our cross and die daily (Ma&hew 16v24). The apostles calling is a high 

calling for In many ways an apostle has to take up the role of a pastor, prophet, teacher and 

evangelist as part of his ministry because he is having to perform these roles, o/en alone and 

without support just as when we look at Christ, our true apostolic example. However, alongside 

these ministries there should be a visible working of the Holy Spirit working through the ministry 

with signs and wonders and miracles as the Holy Spirit leads (2 Corinthians 12v12), not as the 

apostle demands.

As with all ministry there needs to be a founda�on built on a constant communion with the Father.

We see in the life of Jesus that despite him being the Son of God, he s�ll had a true servant heart 

that was willing to constantly go before the father in prayer to seek His will for the day. This was so 

normal in the life of Christ that when he was missing the first place the disciples knew to look for 

him was in a solitary place, for the founda�on of his ministry was not found in the crowds but in 

the �me he spent with his Father. It is this a(tude that overflowed unto his disciples around him 

and that was seen in their lives by the teachers of the law (Acts 4v13). For apostleship is not a 

ministry that is learnt in a Bible school, it is a calling that comes through servant hood, a process 

that takes a life �me. Let us not be fooled in any way, apostleship was not learnt from a book, the 

disciples learnt it by spending �me with the Lord, day a/er day, week a/er week, month a/er 

month. The sad truth is that they spent more �me with the Lord in three years than many 

Chris�ans will spend with the Lord in thirty, if we are not willing to make the sacrifice in �me spent 

with the Lord we will never be fit for this type of calling.



Just as we see in the life of Christ, a crucial a-ribute of the apostolic ministry is humility. This is 

especially true in a ministry that will see miracles, signs and wonders. In the age we live in it is 

normal for people to boast of their achievements. Sadly this has crept into the church, so that the 

Chris�ans are wooed by impressive numbers and buildings, likes on Facebook, numbers of books 

sold and of course a silvery tongue to deliver the message. Yet in the life of the true apostle there 

is no place for boas�ng, indeed when Paul defends his ministry he says that he is not talking as the 

Lord would (2 Corinthians 11v17) and even says he must be out of his mind to talk this way (2 

Corinthians 11v23). However, when Paul defends his ministry he does not defend it by the 

numbers saved or the churches planted or miracles performed. Instead he talks about the 

sacrifices and dangers he has faced for the Lord (2 Corinthians 11v23-33). In other words he starts 

by talking about what he has been willing to lose for the Lord and the sacrifices he has been willing

to make to fulfil his calling and yet in all this we see that his strength is in the Lord, for anyone 

called to an apostolic ministry there will be great sacrifices to be made just as Christ was willing to 

make the ul�mate sacrifice. Let us not lose sight of the fact that we know that of the early apostles

almost all finished up dying for the Lord. That willingness to die could almost be seen as a 

requirement of the calling. If we read the reinstatement of Peter in John 21v18-19 we see that 

Jesus tells him quite plainly the cost of his calling and once he has explained the cost asks Peter to 

follow him, for God is not a God of decep�on; He tells us clearly the cost of discipleship. As Paul 

puts it:

For it seems to me that God has put us apostles on display at the end of the procession, like men 

condemned to die in the arena. We have been made a spectacle to the whole universe, to angels as

well as men.

1 Corinthians 4v9

So as we start to look at the ministry of an apostle, let us be clear that it is not a ministry for the 

proud or power hungry, for those who want fame before men or riches and comfort. Rather it is 

for those who are willing to humble themselves and give up everything they have and are for the 

Lord; to risk it all in the service of the King. But also let us remember it is a ministry to be aspired 

to, just as we aspire to be like Christ. As it is a ministry that revolves around the power of the Holy 

Spirit working through the person rather than the apostles natural abili�es, we need to understand

that the only thing preven�ng us moving forwards is our willingness to step out in faith and pay the

cost in the flesh.

As with all the ministries we have looked at over the weeks, it starts with a calling. Jesus called the 

his twelve apostles (Mark 3v13-19) and if you no�ce it wasn’t just a calling with a �tle, it was a 

calling with a mission! The first part was to spend �me with him, the second part was to go out 

and minister. It’s at this point that people o/en miss the crucial part of the apostolic ministry; it is 

about going where the gospel has not gone before. If we think of Christ in his apostolic role 

(Hebrews 3v1), he brought the gospel into the world. He pioneered the gospel message with a 

ministry that was aimed at the heart rather than bringing a set of laws, and through that ministry, 

which included the full sacrifice of himself, brought the message of salva�on to the lost sheep of 

Israel.

His disciples, the followers of Christ that he designated apostles con�nued that ministry, first with 

the plan�ng of the church in Jerusalem, but then spreading out to take the gospel into the world. 

Later as we read about the apostle Paul, we see a man who is willing to give up everything to travel

and take the gospel to places where it has not been preached before (Romans 15v20). At first you 

could think this is the same job as an evangelist, but with an apostolic ministry the apostle goes 



into new areas, not just to take the gospel, but to plant new churches and this is why in many 

countries missionaries are called apostles. However, that is not always the best of descrip�ons as 

not everyone on missions is an apostle. An example from my own past was that I was involved in 

evangelism for a par�cular church plant, I was not the apostle, the one who had started the work 

in the new area was in many ways the apostle, I went as a helper just as we see that Paul had 

helpers.

One of the other things that we see with apostles is that they are working in areas, o/en long 

distances from any other church. In the Western world, when we think of a church plant, we will 

o/en think of taking a group of believers from a church and plan�ng another church within a 

reasonably close distance so that the new church can be supported by the older church. For the 

apostle this is just not possible. They will usually be working in a new area, o/en a long way from 

any possible support. They are not going to be able to go out and steal a few people from other 

churches to start the work, instead they are going to have to start from scratch and on top of that 

may have to learn a new language before they can even start. Added to the burden is the need to 

survive in a foreign environment, this may require a tent making ministry to allow the person not 

only to fund themselves, but also to meet requirements to be in a country. And as if that was not 

enough there are also the dangers of taking the gospel to new areas. As Paul put it so well, there 

are a huge number of dangers to be faced (2 Corinthians 11v26-29) and even in my own 

experience I have seen that those dangers exist even today. The dangers of travel are very real. The

first missionaries I knew who died on the field both died in travel accidents and I have lost count of

the incidents I have been involved in while travelling in remote areas. On top of this as Paul 

men�ons, is the danger that the local people or even the tradi�onal church will turn on the 

apostle. Over the years many people taking the gospel to new areas, have taken it at the cost of 

their lives, and let us remember that this is the pa-ern the first apostles laid down. Most of the 

early apostles finished up as martyrs for their faith in different parts of the world. That is 

something in our risk averse lifestyle that we find hard to contemplate, that the Lord may call us to 

make the ul�mate sacrifice, just as Christ made the ul�mate sacrifice for us.

So as we think about this kind of ministry we see that it is not something that you just rush into. 

Many think of this kind of ministry through roman�c rose �nted glasses, in the short term there is 

the novelty of the new way of life, but that novelty soon wears off. When visi�ng missions I have 

o/en been astounded as to just how much �me and work it takes just to live in a new loca�on, on 

one mission in Guinea Bissau, just collec�ng the water for the day took over an hour. That’s not an 

hour of preaching, that’s just carrying water. Having visitors just increased the amount of water to 

be moved. A simple trip to the shops to get supplies was a two day trip, so learning to go without 

became normal. At first there was the novelty factor, but when you have been moving water day 

a/er day for years the novelty wears off. Even the burden of paperwork can be huge; in Europe 

and more Westernised countries movement is easy, especially if we are just visi�ng. However, to 

live in many countries requires endless paperwork, days wai�ng in offices for a stamp from an 

official.

Finally, and one of the biggest issues, is separa�on from family. In remote areas a call home can be 

impossible, even in our modern age and even when possible, there is s�ll the sense of distance. On

my first visits to Poland phone calls home would have to be booked the day before at the local post

office. It basically meant phoning home was impossible and so I would o/en be away for a month 

with no contact. In those �mes the enemy puts all sorts of thoughts in your mind as to the safety 

and health of your loved ones, it is a constant ba-le of faith to hand their safety over to the Lord. 

Even when there is contact the feeling of helplessness can be overwhelming. I remember the first 



�me I was able to make a call to Liz from Poland, I was so excited to speak to her only to find out 

that she had broken her toe, Daniel had been in hospital, the vacuum cleaner had caught fire and 

the central hea�ng had broken and there I was helpless, two days drive away. Praise God he had 

provided for all the situa�ons, but even a/er the call, it was s�ll a ba-le to focus on the ministry at 

hand when all I wanted to do was be home to help out and I was only away for a month. Other 

sacrifices that are o/en made are the missing of family events, weddings and sadly funerals, these 

o/en unseen sacrifices are not easy and can lead to cri�cism from friends and family alike.

So when we think of apostles, those taking the gospel to new areas, we start to see that this is a 

tough calling, a calling that comes with a sacrificial cost, true worship (Romans 12v1). It’s a 

ministry that requires a very close rela�onship with the Lord for there will o/en be no brothers or 

sisters to confer with or be encouraged by. It is going to require the ability, not just to seek the Lord

for how to minister to others, but also a reliance on being fed daily by the Lord alone, spiritually 

and o/en physically. For just as we see with the early apostles, the strength of their life was that 

they had been with Jesus. This becomes even more crucial when working in a remote area, o/en 

facing struggles and frustra�ons for years at a �me. Even more amazing to me is that when I look 

at someone like the apostle Paul, he would work in a new area, o/en for years facing struggles and

rejec�on un�l a small church had been planted and then instead of si(ng back and relaxing in the 

fruits of his labour, he would move on to the next area to face the same struggles all over again. 

When we read in James 1v2-4 of the struggles that develop perseverance, those working in a true 

apostolic ministry will need it in large quan��es.

This may at first seem to be a very nega�ve view of the apostles ministry, but when we are called 

to something, God does not deceive us for if we will listen He will tell us the costs involved. 

However, there are huge blessings from following in the footsteps of Jesus. For as we follow 

Christ's example we experience the Father as Christ experienced Him. We see His provisions in 

ways that we would not experience elsewhere and grow in our understanding of what his life was 

like, seeing the world as he saw it. Our walk of faith goes from being a theory to becoming a 

tes�mony that we can share and look back on with amazement.

For the Lords calling with all it’s struggles may lead to the death of our flesh, but it will bring true 

life to our souls. If we will allow the Lord to lead us, it will bring us into a new life that we never 

thought possible.

The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may have life, and have it 

to the full.

John 10v10

Over these last few weeks we have looked at different types of ministry, now the ques�on we have

to ask is what is the Lord calling us to do as individuals, as couples, as families? Do we truly know 

and if not why not?

The first steps to ministry are always the same, a servant heart out of love for God. A heart that 

makes a priority out of seeking the Father, not to tell Him what to do, but to humbly sit at His feet 

and listen, only then will we be able to hear clearly His call on our lives.


